
DDA Facade Incentive & Architectural Design Services Program 
for the Historic Restoration of Turn-of-the-Century Buildings  

& the Tasteful Restoration of Non-Historic Buildings 
 

The intent of the Facade Incentive Program is to renovate the front facade of central business district commercial buildings as closely as 
possible to what they looked like, when they were originally built.    To that end, historic turn-of-the-century buildings must represent a 
historic renovation, including the removal of all non-conforming materials.  Buildings that are deemed to be non-historic by the Design 
Review Committee should be tastefully restored. 
 
The City of Dowagiac has earmarked $10,000 toward the DDA’s Facade Incentive Program.  Incentives are available per front facade, on 
a 50/50 percent match basis, up to $2,000.  Thereby, to qualify for a $2,000 incentive, the building owner and/or tenant must also 
contribute $2,000 toward the renovation project.  Twin storefronts, are eligible to receive up to $4,000.   
 
The incentive is available to: 
 building owners in the Downtown Development Authority district. 
 building owners whose renovation includes the removal of old aluminum & other  nonconforming materials, unless waived by the 

Design Review Committee for structural purposes. 
 tenants who have received the written permission to pursue the project from the owner of the building and all other provisions herein 

are met.   
 owners of non-historic buildings, who pursue tasteful exterior restorations of their properties.  (Turn-of-the-century buildings must still 

pursue historic renovations and the removal of non-conforming materials.) 
 
Upon receipt of an application, the Design Review Committee will meet with the Applicant to review their plans and determine whether the 
project qualifies for the facade program based upon the detailed description of the planned work and cost estimates submitted by the 
Applicant.   Incentives will be paid when: 
 the agreed upon work is 100 percent complete 
 the Applicant has submitted paid receipts for the work accomplished 
 and upon review of the Design Review Committee. 
 
The DDA will also pay up to $500 per building for design services.  Project design shall be done by a person selected by the Design 
Review Committee and done for the committee. The design shall be used to encourage & assist building owners or tenants in choosing a 
design acceptable to the Committee and to the owner, which meets the previously adopted restoration policies of the DDA.  Due to limited 
funds, the program will be administered on a first-come, first-serve basis.   
 

2019 FACADE INCENTIVE APPLICATION 
 
1. Name of Applicant _________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Mailing Address _________________________________________Phone  ____________ 
 
3. Project Address___________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Does the Applicant own the project building? ___YES ___NO 
 
5. If the answer is NO, attach a letter from the owner, expressing approval of the project proposal. 
 
6. Project start date _____________  Estimated completion date______________________ 
 
7. How is the building presently being used?______________________________________  
 
8. Will the project correspond with a change in the building's use? ___YES ___ NO 
 If YES, to what? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Estimate of full project cost ___________.    
 



10. Attach a copy of the project design or a detailed written description of the proposed project.   
 
11. For projects involving structural or color design changes, attach a rendering of your design changes.     
 
12. The incentive is based upon a 50/50 match by the building owner.  Attach a full list of improvements, 

including individual cost estimates for carpentry, windows or doors, painting & repair, etc. 
 

             Please note:  Upon completion of the project, the Applicant will need to provide paid receipts for work 
accomplished.    

 
12. Do you wish to have the DDA Design Review Committee network with you and an architect to provide 

you with a color rendering of possible design concepts for your building?    ____ YES  ____NO   
 
 This service is provided by the DDA, free of charge to building owners who undertake a full facade 

restoration of both the upper and lower level of the front facade. 
 
13. If you are working with your own architect, what is their name_______________________________ 
 
Signature of Applicant______________________________________________Date_________________ 
   

For Office Use 
 
Design Review Committee’s date of initial project review___________________________________________ 
 
Project was deemed by the committee to qualify for the program.    YES______ NO_____ 
 
If NO, why not_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Estimated amount of incentive funds the Committee deems the project may represent___________________ 
 
Date of final Committee review_________________Amount of approved incentive_____________________ 
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